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a Beckett, Gilbert (b. 1837-d. 1891) British playwright,
editor, nonfiction writer
From: Encyclopedia of British Writers, 19th Century, vol. 1.

Aarons, Edward S. (b. 1916-d. 1975) American novelist

From: Encyclopedia of Pulp Fiction Writers.

Abani, Chris (b. 1966-) Nigerian poet, novelist

From: The Facts On File Companion to World Poetry, 1900 to Present.

Abbas, Khawaja Ahmad (b. 1914-d. 1987) Indian
novelist, short story writer, screenwriter
From: Encyclopedia of World Writers, 1800 to the Present.

Abbasi, Talat (b. unknown-) Indian-born American short
story writer
From: Encylopedia of Asian-American Literature.

Abbey, Edward (b. 1927-d. 1989) American novelist,
essayist

From: Encyclopedia of American Literature: The Contemporary World,
1946 to the Present, vol. 4, Revised Edition.
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Jane Austen’'s Letters

Author: Jane Austen Page Tools

From: Critical Companion to Jane Austen: A Literary Reference to Her Life and
Worlk, Critical Companion.

" Save aA Larger
Lord Brabourne in 1884 observed "that the letters ... show what
[Jane Austen's] own 'ordinary, everyday life' was, and ... afford a
picture of her such as no history written by another person could & print
give so well." Further, "amid the most ordinary details and most

commonplace topics, every now and then sparkle out the same

wit and humour which illuminate" her fiction (I: xii-xv). So the

letters are of biographical and historical interest. They can provide

insight "as to the source of [Jane Austen's] plots or the origins of
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Jane Austen’'s Letters

Author: Jane Austen Page Tools
From: Critical Companion to Jane Austen: A Literary Reference to Her Life and
Work, Critical Companion.

"~ Save AA Larger
Lord Brabourne in 1884 observed "that the letters ... show what
[Jane Austen's] own 'ordinary, everyday life' was, and ... afford a
picture of her such as no history written by another person could &) print
give so well." Further, "amid the most ordinary details and most

commonplace topics, every now and then sparkle out the same

wit and humour which illuminate" her fiction (I: xii—xv). So the

letters are of biographical and historical interest. They can provide

insight "as to the source of [Jane Austen's] plots or the origins of

her characters, and social historians seek for precise information

on the life of the middle-ranking professional classes of the

period." For Le Faye the letters "fall into several clearly defined

groups, the style and content of which are appropriate to the

recipient" (Le Faye, "Letters," 38). To her brother Francis, who is

far away from home at sea, she sends family information that a

close relative absent from home for a long time needs to know.
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Secondary Works

Jones, Vivien. "Introduction” to Jane Austen Selected Letters. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2004.

Le Faye, Deirdre, "Letters.” In Jane Austen in Context, edited by Janet Todd, 33
-40. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Moss, Stephgpe™ lane Austen's Letters in the Nineteenth™Segiury: The Politics
of Nostgleta.” In Laura Cooner Lambdin and Robert Thomas Lantejn, A
Comp#fanion to Jane Austen Studies, [259]-274. Westport, Conn.: Grewsgwood
press, 2000.
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